
Bev Kesselring 
 

Pink flamingos, high heels and an unwavering support for her students -- these are the things 

that Bev Kesselring’s coworkers will remember most about her. When Bev started teaching for 

Tahoma in the fall of 2001, it was a special education teacher at Tahoma Junior High. She 

joined our district after working at Auburn’s Cascade Junior High and Kent’s Cedar Heights 

Junior High. 

In addition to teaching eighth and ninth grade special education English Language Arts, reading 

and academic skills at the junior high, Bev also served as the Special Education Department 

head for several years, and on the junior high and district Special Education leadership teams. 

After moving to the new Tahoma High School in 2017, Bev was a member of the leadership 

team there, as well. She served on the committee that made recommendations regarding the 

makeup and vision for the new high school, and was a curriculum coach for the District Special 

Education Department for the “Language!” program and for “Step up to Writing,” and the 

curriculum adoption committee that chose Springboard. Bev also taught other educators during 

summer tech sessions about Snap & Read and “Co:writer.”  

“I really enjoyed teaching teachers and sharing my positive experiences with student growth 

because of the curriculums we use as well as the technology, which helps my special education 

students have a ‘level’ playing field when asked to complete reading and writing assignments, 

not only in their Special Education classes, but their General Education classes too,” she said. 

Some of the most meaningful moments through the years for Bev have been when she could 

see the reading, writing and deeper thinking growth in her students. “My favorite memory was 

how well my students performed in the Socratic seminars around the novel ‘To Kill a 

Mockingbird,’” she said. “My other favorite accomplishment is to be directly involved with my 

seniors and getting them to ‘rock’ the Senior STEP presentations that are a requirement for 

graduation.” 

Holly Glover said she considers herself lucky to have worked with Bev. “She is a model of 

dedication and professionalism. She set high standards for her students, and helped them to 

find their best. She has been a cheerleader and advocate when students needed it which 

allowed them to believe in themselves and what they're capable of doing. Bev has always had 

the best interests of her students at heart and did not give up on them. She has made a 

difference in the lives of students and staff, and she'll be greatly missed.” Holly shared that one 

fun memory she will keep is of the pink flamingos Bev had in her classroom. "’Bob’ was a large 

inflatable flamingo that sat in a corner of the room -- students loved having the opportunity to 

sit with Bob and work quietly! It was also fun to see Bev’s excitement whenever students had 

those ‘Aha!’ moments,” she said. 

Coworker Betsy Lowe describes Bev as an incredible teacher. “She has dedicated her career to 

teaching struggling students that they can do it, even when the task is difficult and they are 

discouraged.  I have never seen Bev give up on a student. On the lighter side, staff and students 

loved to see what type of heels Bev had on every day. Even when she was assigned to the third 

floor of the new high school, she would hike the stairs in heels that would have left most of us 

falling over,” Betsy said. “We will miss Bev’s classroom full of her treasures and her love of trolls 

and pink stuff. But most of all, we will just miss Bev.” 

After retirement, Bev is moving to Bow, Wash., where she will be busy doing projects on her six 

acres in the farmland of Skagit County. To echo Betsy, we will all miss you, Bev, and we wish 

you an amazing retirement! 


